[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
image1.jpeg
Cutting Tips for
Improv Piecing
with Sarah Goer

1. Stack three fabrics, a light, a medium, and a
dark.

2. Cut the stack. (This is improv, this cut can be
anywhere, made with or without a ruler.)

3. Still in stacks, cut one section into two.

4. Rearrange the pieces in your stacks. Leave one
stack as is. Move the top piece to the bottom in
the next stack. Move the top two pieces to the
bottom in the third stack.

5. Sew together your first seam. (This will be the
last cut you made.) Trim edge straight if need-
ed.

. Sew the final seam together. Repeat for other
two blocks. Trim up your units into same-sized
squares or rectangles for ease of piecing to-
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Sarah enjoys teaching Planned

Tools and Supplies: 6
« fabric (large scraps or larger)
« rotary cutter and mat

< acrylic ruler
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Tips:
+ Your starting fabrics don’t need to be the same exact

size, as you'll trim down your final units.

Use the same number of fabrics as you have pieces in
your finished block for the most visual interest.

Use a variety of values (light, light-medium, dark-medi-
um, dark) for the most dynamic composition.

Your cuts can be done freehand or with a ruler.

Play with the layout of your final units, both in position
and orientation.

Try again with a different number of pieces or a different
style of cuts.

Consider using gentle curves.

Sarch Goer Quilts

sarahgoerquilts@gmail.com
www.sarahgoerquilts.com

bold color. geometric design. inspiration.

Improv piecing without any specialty
tools. She is available for live pre-
sentations and workshops on Zoom
for guilds and groups. Read more at:

www.sarahgoerquilts.com/teaching

20% off for on-demand classes for
individuals through Dec. 1, 2021
with code ALLSTAR:

www.sarahgoerquilts.com/classes

Stay up to date with Sarah and
enjoy color and design inspiration by
subscribing to Sarah’s newsletter at:

eepurl.com/dhagl9
{note: that's a capital i before the 9)
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HOW TO MAKE A KENNEL PAD

Fabric: Any quilting cotton, upholstery, or washable fabric that you choose to use. Community
Services has a large supply of suitable fabric.

Sizes: Vary and can be approximately: 14” X 14” for small dogs or cats
18" X 22" (fat quarter) for medium dogs
22" X 30” for larger dogs
Machine adjustments:
Set tension to 1 or zero
Set stitch length to 3
Install walking foot (if you have one)
Fabric and Padding:
Cut 2 pieces of fabric to desired size.
Place right sides together.
Add a layer of scrap quilt batting or similar padding on top.
Add a solid layer of quilt batting on top of the scraps.
Place 2 pins as markers for opening to be used when turning the pad.
Pin around the edge of the pad to hold layers in place.
Using a round lid, bow! or similar object, mark a half-round circle on each corner.
Sewing:

Sew a seam (1/2” to 5/8” wide) around the pad. Leave the opening for turning
unstitched.

Trim the seam at the corners only to %” wide for a smoother finish.
Place your hand in the opening and turn the pad right side out.
After turning, run your fingers around the inside to smooths the seams.

Use your machine to stitch the opening closed. You will top stitch the outer edge after
the pad has been quilted.

Quilting: Install quilting foot.
This is a good time to practice any quilting design you choose.
Finishing: Stitch around the outside edge of the pad.

Congratulate yourself. You have made a durable and warm pad for a rescued animal.




